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Q,.   Was he not later on assassinated in Rome ?
A.    He was.

Q,.   Did not his friend Brutus take a part in assassin-
ating him ?
A.   He did.

In this way one could take a bird-like flight over ancient
history. I think we hit up about 200 years every morning,
and for ancient Egypt over 1,000 years. I had such a
phenomenal memory that it was all right for me, as I
remembered the question and answer both. But my
elder brothers Dick and Jim were of heavier academic
clay and so they just, as the politicians say, took it as
read.

The Arithmetic of Bishop Colenso of Natal was heavier
going. After multiplication and division it ran slap-
bang into the Rule of Three, and mother herself had never
understood what the rule of three was, and if you went
on beyond it all you found was Practice and Aliquot Parts.
I know now that all this is rule-of-thumb arithmetic,
meant for people who can't reason it out, and brought
straight down from the Middle Ages to Colenso, The
glory of the Unitary method whereby if one man needs
ten cigarettes a day then two men need twenty, and so
on for as many men and as many cigarettes and as long
as you like, this had not dawned on the British mind. I
think it was presently imported from America.

So my mother's unhappy lessons broke down and we
were just about to be sent back to the red schoolhouse
when by good luck we managed to secure a family tutor,
from whom we received for the next three or four years
teaching better than I have ever had since, and better
than any I ever gave in ten years as a school-teacher.
Our tutor was a young man off a nearby farm, stranded
half-way through college by not having taught long
enough and compelled to go back to teaching* So my